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POLITICAL CULTURE — FOUR CORNERS: “INSIDE THE CANBERRA BUBBLE” 

Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.51 pm]: I rise tonight to make some comments, 
unfortunately, regarding the ABC’s Four Corners program last night called “Inside the Canberra Bubble”. In that 
story, a number of statements were made by senior women across the political divide that really alarmed me and 
compelled me to make this statement to the house today. I will refer to some of the phrases that really alarmed me: 
“We feel forced to stay silent”, “Sexism has been a feature of Parliament over a long period of time” and 
“Sexist slurs, bullying and intimidation occur to women in Canberra”. Other comments included, “It’s a man’s world 
that we still haven’t cracked open” and “The Parliament in Canberra reflects the corporate scene of 40 years ago. 
It’s not modern Australia.” I agree with that last comment. Another comment that really alarmed me was that there 
is a culture of silence around bullying and intimidation of women in a political environment. Rachelle Miller, who 
was a senior adviser to the Liberal Party over a long period, said, “The standard you walk past is the standard you 
accept.” I agree with that and I also agree with her following comment that she felt, as a result of having been silent 
on issues that she had either witnessed or been subject to, that she had let down the women that she had worked 
with or had witnessed, and, indeed, she had let herself down. 

I, too, as a senior member of the Nationals WA, a former deputy leader, a female state director, and a deputy leader 
and Leader of the Nationals WA in the Legislative Council, have to, unfortunately, declare myself as one of those 
women who has stood by and remained silent when I have witnessed, at times, actions that I have not thought to 
be acceptable. Indeed, there have been situations in which I have found myself subject to bullying, threats and 
intimidation. I have worked extremely hard for the party to promote regional development, women and social 
issues, but I have remained silent on those issues in the interests of the party, and I have let myself down in the 
process. But, worse than that, I have let down women who stand behind me in the lay organisation who have also 
suffered these issues. 

As I tried to deal with and address those issues, I guess silently behind closed doors, I put my trust in the organisation 
and people in the organisation to assist me to deal with those issues, rather than make a public statement at the outset, 
because if my interest was really to address the problem, I felt that I had an obligation to try to do that within the 
organisation. That has failed me. As a result, the most profound comment from that exposé last night was that political 
organisations ignore the fact that these things are going on in their lay organisation. That has been my experience, 
but not all of the time, because a lot of my experience has been exceptionally positive. When an organisation does 
not address bullying, intimidation and the continued downfall of women in the organisation, we get exactly this type 
of comment from Julia Banks, the former member for Chisholm, who said — 

“Often when good women call out or are subjected to bad behaviour the reprisals backlash and commentary 
portrays them as the bad ones, the liar, the troublemaker the emotionally unstable or weak, or someone 
who should be silenced.” 

Unfortunately, that is the culmination of a mindset that cannot be addressed unless the unconscious bias of those 
individuals who run that sort of background intimidation is addressed. Until leaders in political organisations accept that 
there is unconscious bias in dealings with women in political organisations, we will continue to be in that situation. 
This is such a complex issue, Madam President, and I have a very short period of time to deal with it. Eight senior women 
in the federal Parliament spoke about this issue last night. I am exceptionally disappointed that the Prime Minister 
came out today and said, “There’s nothing to see here.” The issue about consensual relationships et cetera is a matter 
for the people involved and the Prime Minister to work out, but the Prime Minister cannot ignore the distress of 
those women and the description of the events that have happened in that Parliament or those political organisations. 
The story last night featured a leaked WhatsApp group message from Liberal women. It really struck me when I saw 
it on the screen. I cannot attribute this comment to anyone because it was leaked to Four Corners, but it reads — 

“We, each of us, inspire young women to aim for leadership, how do we continue to do this in the face of 
puerile back-stabbing from male party members whose sole aim is to count numbers and take our place? 
This leads to huge party discontent and loss of loyal liberals who feel terribly betrayed,” 

That is not something that is experienced solely by those women. I have experienced that myself. I feel that the 
integrity with which I leave the Nationals WA organisation and my integrity in dealing with this matter is now at 
a point that I cannot stay silent on it, because if I seek to ask young women to step into this place, and my place, 
I cannot leave these issues unaddressed. They have to have light shone on them. I know some people within the 
National Party will probably call for my resignation as a result. However, other people will finally applaud me, 
I think, for dealing publicly with something that they know I have tried to deal with privately within the organisation 
for a long time. I cannot leave this place with my integrity in place if I do not shine a light on this issue and stop 
being one of those women who walks past or does not address an issue I have experienced. We do have a culture 
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of silence. However, when we are let down by the people in whom we have put our trust to deal with that issue, at 
some point, people break and have to shed a light on it. 
Madam President, that is my intention tonight. I applaud the women who came forward in the documentary shown 
last night. It is an exceptionally hard thing to do. This is purely the start of addressing this issue. 

Statement 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [10.01 pm]: I did not intend to speak but 
I want to speak given what we have just heard from Hon Jacqui Boydell. I have had an opportunity to have discussions 
with Hon Jacqui Boydell over time about this kind of matter—in the general, not in the specific. I guess I just want 
to put on the record that it is very difficult for a member of an established political party to do what the honourable 
member just did. Our parties are old; they have lots of traditions and lots conventions, all of which were started by 
men. It is very, very difficult to challenge some of the things that we saw exposed last night. 
Hon Jacqui Boydell will not come back after the election. She could have chosen to say nothing and to move on 
with her life or even to move on with her life but to tackle the issues she has raised tonight outside the bubble that is 
Parliament but inside her party. I want to place on the record my admiration for you for speaking up tonight, because the 
culture of politics is that some will seek to make you pay even more of a price than you have already paid—so, kudos! 
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